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EFA Statement on sites for the King’s Free School. 
 
The Education Funding Agency (EFA) is an Executive Agency of the Department for 
Education (DfE). The EFA is charged with the efficient delivery of the Free Schools 
programme which is a key Ministerial and Government priority in delivering its reform 
programme. 
 
Free Schools are new all-ability state-funded schools set up in response to what 
local people say they want and need in order to improve education for children in 
their community. 
 
Since 2011 the EFA have been actively working with Brighton & Hove City Council to 
identify appropriate sites for the delivery of approved Free School projects in 
locations where there is pressing demand for places. Due to the constrained area of 
the city and the lack of available sites this has meant the search to find appropriate 
sites for the Free Schools programme has been very challenging. 
 
In September 2012 the Minister announced that the King’s Free School can proceed 
to the pre-opening stage and the EFA were tasked with identifying a suitable site for 
the 1050 place 11-18 Church of England (C of E) school.  The school will be the first 
C of E secondary school within Brighton and Hove and will complement the nine C of 
E primary schools within the Council’s area. 
 
The school, which is oversubscribed for the 2013 /14 academic year, will be vital in 
meeting local demand for secondary school places, in the face of a growing 
population in the area. The area that was identified in the King’s Free School 
application was central Hove but suitable available sites, either publicly or privately 
owned, are in very short supply and therefore EFA have had to widen their search 
and explore all options to meet the growing demand for places. 
 
The EFA are delighted to confirm that with the help of Brighton & Hove City Council 
and Portslade Aldridge Foundation Academy (PACA) the King’s Free School have 
now identified the Sixth Form Centre in Portslade Old Village as a suitable short term 
temporary site to allow the school to open in September 2013, while acquiring a 
permanent site and building a new school for King’s to move into in due course. In 
the first instance, King’s Free School will share the site with PACA, who will remain 
on site until early 2014, when building work on its main site enables its entire school 
to be consolidated on the PACA Chalky Road site.   
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EFA are grateful to PACA for the collaborative approach they have taken to working 
with the EFA, enabling the King’s School to open and start meeting demand for 
much needed places.  However, this site is restricted in size and is not ideally 
located in terms of the school’s aim to serve pupils in the central Hove area, 
meaning that siting the King’s Free School here in the longer term would be 
problematic. 
 
Having undertaken a thorough search over nine months for available sites without 
success the EFA have now identified a solution that would meet the needs of the 
school and would be well located for the people it will serve, being much closer to its 
admissions point.  This would involve building a new school on part of the education 
playing fields located between Cardinal Newman Catholic School and BHASVIC on 
the Old Shoreham Road in Hove.   
 
The EFA recognises that the loss of part of these playing fields is not an ideal 
solution but needs to balance this with the pressing need for additional places in the 
area for both primary and secondary school places. Wherever possible, EFA are 
keen to make use of existing buildings, and only considers erecting new buildings on 
playing field land as a last resort, the lack of any buildings locally that have the 
potential for conversion to a school, combined with the logistical issues of trying to 
accommodate the entire school on the Portslade Sixth Form site has led to the 
conclusion that this is the most suitable deliverable site in the area and therefore 
consultation needs to take place with relevant stakeholders. 
 
It is believed that the King’s Free School will have strong demand in the area and 
should have a positive impact in delivering much needed secondary school places. 
The EFA are discussing with Brighton & Hove City Council and other local 
stakeholders on how this site can be used to deliver additional primary and 
secondary school places but also meet the needs of the schools that currently use 
the playing fields.   
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
Robert Woolgar  
 
Head of Property  
(Free Schools, UTCs & Studio Schools) 
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