
Friends of Dyke Road Park 

Minutes of open meeting 4 June 2013 

7.30pm Bowls Hut, Dyke Road Park 

 

Present: Alison Whiteoak (chair), Jannet King (minutes), Caroline Collingridge, Lydia Redlbacher, 

Jose Napolitano, Gail Greaves, Fiona Goffe, Jackie Grier, Christine, Sharon, Jeremy Cartland, David 

and Jenny McCarthy, and representatives of Brighton Open Air Theatre: Steve Turner, James 

Payne, Donna Close 

Apologies: Lindsay Cattanach (Park Ranger), Margaret Elliott 

1 Matters arising from previous meeting – none 

2 Minutes of previous meeting approved – Gail Greaves pointed out that the term ‘sensory 

garden’ should be used in place of ‘scented garden’.  

3 Bowling Green – Brighton Open Air Theatre 

Representatives of the Brighton Open Air Theatre explained that Gillian Marston (Head of City 

Infrastructure) and Councillors Geoffrey Bowden (Chair of the Economic Development and Culture 

Committee) and Pete West (Chair of the Environment, Transport & Sustainability Committee) all 

supported the proposal, but that it would require planning permission. The group has a meeting 

on 3 July to discuss legal and technical issues to do with the leasing and upkeep of the site. 

Consultation: The BOAT team were asked what kind of consultation they would be doing. They are 

keen to keep in touch with supporters via electronic social media, and would also be contacting 

local schools and community organisations. The Friends group felt that BOAT should also make an 

effort to contact local residents and park users who may yet be unaware of the plans. Steve Turner 

said they were intending to distribute a leaflet in the local area when their plans are clearer.  

Public access: David McCarthy asked to what extent the space would be open to the public 

throughout the summer months when there were shows on. Donna Close assured us that any 

equipment needed for the shows would be removed each evening so that the area could be 

opened to the public again during the day. Some members of the Friends group were not entirely 

convinced by this and could envisage a scenario whereby the area would be closed off for several 

days at a time in the summer months for security, or for health and safety reasons. 

In response to a question from David McCarthy about the ratio of free events to ticketed events, 

Donna Close assured the meeting that they would be making as many events as possible free. 

Input from Friends group: Fi Goffe asked whether there would be a role for one or two members 

of the Friends group to be involved in the planning stage of the project. The BOAT team feels that 

this would not be appropriate at the moment, but will keep the Friends group informed of crucial 

developments. At least one member of the BOAT team will come to the Friends group monthly 

meetings. (First Tuesday of the month.) 



Gail Greaves pointed out that on issues such as the practicalities of disabled access she and others 

might be able to share their experience. The BOAT team acknowledged that the Friends group 

would certainly be able to feed in useful ideas. 

4. Prestonville Friend 

The next deadline is 18 June. It was agreed that Jannet would try and write an article explaining 

the situation with the BOAT proposal. She will circulate it for approval. 

5. Changes in garden management 

Lindsay Cattanach has informed us that Dyke Road Park will, within a few weeks, come under a 

new Operations Manager: Brian Mann. However, she was going to try and ensure that the 

promised grassing of the banks was done, and the benches Alan Griffiths had ear-marked for us 

were installed, before the change-over. 

6. BHASVIC Field 

It had been announced just that morning that the government had withdrawn from their proposal 

to site a Free School on the field, about which everyone was very pleased. It remains to be seen 

what will happen to the application for ‘village green’ status for the field. 

7 Community Garden 

15 June. Monthly Munch. All welcome. 

8 Composting 

So many people are using the scheme that the Council has promised us two more bins.  

Gail raised the question of whether the filters in the top of the caddies might need replacing at 

some point. Alison said she would order some. 

Jannet suggested that AW and Abi Denyer-Bewick might see if someone who lived closer to the 

park might be willing to be ‘compost monitor’ so that they could respond more quickly when the 

bins started getting full: shifting the compost around to make room, and swapping the locks. 

Delegation seems to be a good idea for busy people! 

9 Work Party – 15 June. 10.00 – 12.00 

JK to lead. Yet more weeding of the new roses – which are coming on well. 

10 Film Club – 7 July –  The Station Agent. 

11 Book Club – 20 June – Room by Emma Donaghue 

12 Next Meeting: 2 July, 7.30pm  

The new time proved popular, and enabled David and Jenny to attend. 


